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General information.
All moisture-sensitive reactions were performed under an argon atmosphere. Glassware was flame dried prior to use. Unless otherwise stated, commercially available reagents and solvents were used without further purification. Chromatography was generally performed on silica gel (200-300 mesh) and TLC inspections were on silica gel GF254 plates. NMR spectra were recorded at 400 MHz/100 MHz ( 1 H NMR/ 13 C NMR) in CDCl 3 . Chemical shifts (δ) are reported as follows:
chemical shift, multiplicity (s = singlet, d = doublet, t = triplet, dd = doublet of doublet, dt = doublet of triplet, b = broad).
Typical procedure for the preparation of phenols 1
Phenols 1b-d were synthesized according to the literature procedure. 
Typical procedure for the preparation of 2-methylene-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran-3-ols 2
CuI (0.005 mmol, 1.0 mg), PPh 3 (0.005 mol, 1.3 mg) and Cs 2 CO 3 (0.01 mmol, 3.3 mg) were added to a solution of phenols 1 (0.1 mmol) in MeOH (0.5 mL). The mixture was stirred at room temperature until the reaction was complete (monitored by TLC). After that the solvent was removed and the residue was purified by flash silica gel chromatography using n-hexane-ethyl acetate (4:1) as eluent to give the desired cycloetherification products. 
Typical procedure for the preparation of 2-substituted benzofurans 3
CuI (0.005 mmol, 1.0 mg), PPh 3 (0.005 mol, 1.3 mg) and Cs 2 CO 3 (0.01 mmol, 3.3 mg) were added to a solution of phenols 1 (0.1 mmol) in alcohol (0.5 mL). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 4-6 h. After this time, p-TsOH (0.11 mmol, 20.9 mg) was added and the mixture was stirred at room temperature until the starting material was consumed. After that the mixture was diluted with ether and washed with water. The organic phase was separated, dried over S4 Na 2 SO 4 , then concentrated and purified by silica gel chromatography using n-hexane-ethyl acetate (16:1) as eluent to give the desired benzofurans. Characterization data of 2-substituted benzofurans 3 3a, 3f, 3g, 3i, 3l and 3n are known compounds. 
